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mark in 1815, and Denmark itself had suffered further loss
by the cession of Schleswig-Holstein to Prussia (1866).
IX. Holland and Belgium
In the Low Countries we have to note the formation of a
new kingdom. The Southern Netherlands were in 1789 still
in the unwilling custody of Austria. Absorbed for many
years into France they were gladly ceded by Austria in 1815
and combined with Holland to form the kingdom of the
Netherlands. But the union was brief and disastrous, and
in 1830 the new kingdom of Belgium was brought into being
chiefly through the good offices of England and France.
X. The British Empire
A map of Europe avails but little to indicate the change
which in the course of a century has transformed the British
Empire into a world-Empire. In 1789 the chance of such a
transformation seemed remote ; the sun of England ap-
peared to have set. Britain had lately lost thirteen colonies
in North America, and Canada, though under British rule,
could not yet be counted as a British Colony. Advantage
had recently been taken of Captain Cook's discoveries to
dispatch a ship-load of convicts to Botany Bay (1788), but
neither in Australia nor in New Zealand had colonization
begun. Cape Colony and Ceylon were still ruled by the
Dutch East India Company. Warren Hastings had saved
India from the fate of North America, but the expansion of
British rule on the great scale was still to come under Lord
Wellesley, Lord Hastings and Lord Dalhousie. The story
of British expansion during the century under review must
be read mainly on the maps of Asia, Africa, Australia, and
North America. But the map of Europe shows notable
additions to the safeguarding of the great Mediterranean
highway by the acquisition of Malta and Cyprus, not to
speak of the occupation of Egypt (1882).
This summary statement of the chief geographical changes
may suffice to indicate the nature of the task before a